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Judicial Systems 
Online Syllabus 

Shorter University 
Instructor Information 

See link in Canvas. 
 

Course Information 
• Course:  Judicial Systems 
• Section: ONLH 
• Course Number: CRJ 3550 
• Credit Hours: 3 
• Prerequisites: CRJ 2070 

Course Description 
This course will offer an in-depth look at the evolution of law and courts from its origins to the 
structure, personnel, and processes of the criminal and civil courts yesterday and today.  This course 
will include Federal and local community level courts as well as exploring the actors who play a role in 
this process. 
 

Student Outcomes 
By the end of this course students will be able to:  

• Be able to identify, in order, the steps of a case through the system and describe, in 
order, the parts of a trial and explain each  

• Be able to define and identify the purpose of bail, preliminary hearings, and initial 
presentation 

• Be able to identify the differences between jury and bench trials, between a complaint 
and information 

• Be able to distinguish between civil law and criminal law 
• Be able to identify and describe the Bill of Rights 
• Be able to describe the historical origins of the American court system 
• Be able to identify the current structure of the state and federal court systems 
• Be able to identify and describe the writs of certiorari and habeas corpus 
• Be able to describe and identify the various types of prosecutorial discretion 
• Be able to discuss the role of the defense attorney 
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Required Texts 
 
Mays, L. G. and Fidelie, L. W. (2017).  American courts and the judicial process (2nd Ed.). New York: 
Oxford University Press.  ISBN: 9780190278892 

Bogira, S. (2005). Courtroom 302: A year behind the scenes in an American criminal courthouse. New 
York: Vintage Books.  ISBN: 9780679752066 

Supplemental Materials 

 
Holy Bible, either NIV, King James, or English Standard 

Technology 
• You must have regular access to a computer and an Internet connection to participate in this 

course. All coursework is conducted online, and no in-person meetings will be held. 
• Shorter University uses Canvas as its online Learning Management System (LMS). An LMS 

provides students and faculty with an Internet-based learning environment that is both 
secure and easy to use. All course materials will be provided through Canvas, and all 
assignments will be submitted through the software, as well. When a student is enrolled in a 
course, they will automatically be enrolled in the course module in Canvas. 

• Students can log into Canvas using their normal SCHOLAR ID and password.  
• Students should always email their instructors from their Shorter University Hawkmail 

account. Emails can be initiated from an email program or from Canvas itself. 
• Assignments may be distributed in proprietary file formats, such as PDF or Microsoft Word. 

Students will be expected to have the necessary software to open and interact with these 
files.  

 

Grading Information 
 

Assessments Total Grade 
Discussion Board Postings 200 points (50 points each) 
Quizzes 100 points (1 @ 10 points; 6 @ 15 points) 
Biblical Position Paper  150 points 
Case Brief 100 points 
Case Comparison 100 points 
Courtroom 302 Reaction 150 points 
Major Research Paper 200 points 
Total for the course 1000 Total points 

 
 
Grade Scale Points 
A 90-100 
B 80-89 
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C 70-79 
D 60-69 
F 59 and below 

 

Course Assessments and Policies 
 

Discussion Forum Participation 
In a traditional classroom, each student would be expected to attend class regularly and interact with 
the professor and with the other students. The online classroom is no different. The discussion forum 
allows us to reflect on each week’s material individually, but more importantly, it also allows us to 
discuss the material with one another and learn as a community. Each week’s discussion forum will 
have a topic which will either require you to respond to a reading or critically engage with an issue. 

All initial posts will be due by 11:59 PM on Thursday of each week and responses will be due by 11:59 PM 
on Sunday of each week. 

Quizzes 
Each quiz will cover the text material for the week in which it is assigned. Each quiz will be open-
book/open-notes, contain 10–20 multiple-choice and essay questions, and have a 1-hour time limit. 
 
Quizzes 1–7 are due by 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Sunday of Weeks 1–7. 
 
Quiz 8 is due by 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Friday of Week 8. 

Biblical Position Paper 
The purpose of this assignment is to get you thinking about the nature of judges and judging. 

After a coversheet, you will write a 2-3 page essay on the judges from a Scriptural perspective.  You should 
discuss some of the following in your paper: 

• discuss the role of judges in the Old Testament 
• discuss how judges were perceived by others 
• discuss how judges perceived their own responsibilities 
• discuss how the role of judge has changed from the Old Testament to the New Testament 

Scripture MUST be used heavily through the paper to support your claims!  Since the only citations you will 
be using are Scripture, no reference page is required.  However, you are still required to cite the Bible in-
text!!! Consult APA manual for details on how to do that! 

“The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9, King 
James Version) 

The Biblical Position Paper is due by 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Sunday of Module/Week 1. 
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Case Brief 
A brief is a short summary of a case.  It helps us to organize and make sense of who is involved, what the 
issues are, what was decided, and what the reasoning was behind the decision. 

There are several models for writing case briefs.  The technique described here contains the elements that 
are common to most, but does not include all of the parts that you might see in other briefs (or might be 
asked to do if you go to law school).  The case brief for this course should follow contain the heading and 
content listed below and be no longer than one-page, single spaced: 

Title 
The title of the case, or the case name, can be looked as the “address” of the opinion because it includes 
the name of the parties (person, people, or organization) involved in the case and where you can find it 
(back in the days when we looked these opinions up in bound journals).  For example, Miranda v. Arizona, 
384 U.S. 436.  This identifies the parties (Miranda and Arizona, the court (U.S. always refers to the United 
States Supreme Court), the volume where the opinion can be found (384), and the page number in that 
volume (436). 

Case Facts 
Simply, what was the case about?  Who did what to whom?  It’s the who, what, where, when and 
sometimes why of the case.  The facts are almost always described within the first few paragraphs of the 
opinion. 

Legal Question or Issue 
What is the specific question before the court?  What is the court being asked to decide?  For example, is it 
a violation of the 4th Amendment’s guarantee against unreasonable searches and seizures when school 
districts require students to take drug tests as a condition of playing sports or participating in after-school 
activities? 

Decision 
What did the court decide?  Was the case affirmed, reversed, or remanded?  This section is reserved for 
the language the court used in the opinion of the case.  This section should sound like “legalese”. 

 
Rationale (reasons) 
This section is also the decision of the case but explained in more common language so it is contrasted with 
the “Decision” section.  Who won and why?  What reasons did the court give for their decision?  How has 
the law changed as a result of the decision? 

Case Significance 
Why are the case and the court’s decision important?  Do you agree or disagree with the opinion?  What 
are the possible implications for this decision?  Does the decision raise new questions that will need to be 
addressed in the future?  What are these potential questions/issues?  Why does it matter? 
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Case Comparison 
A case comparison is an opportunity to present case briefs for two cases side-by-side, then write an 
analysis of the similarities and differences between the two cases.  You will begin your case comparison 
with a case brief for each of the two cases following the case brief format.  Once you have the two briefs 
completed, you will write at least one paragraph describing in detail the similarities between the cases and 
at least one paragraph describing in detail the differences between the cases.  The case comparison should 
be presented as one continues document with separate headings where appropriate. 

The two cases that will be compared are: 
• Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) 
• Betts v. Brady (1942) 

Courtroom 302 Reaction 
You will be responsible for writing a summary and reaction paper 3-4 pages in length, double-spaced Times 
New Roman 12-point font with a separate coversheet.  The coversheet does NOT count in the 3-4 page 
criteria. 

The paper should contain a brief (at least 2 pages) overview of the book Courtroom 302 and a brief (at least 
1 page) reaction to the book.  Separate headings should be used for the 2 sections.  The overview should 
include a sufficient summary of the entire book.  The reaction is how you felt about some of the 
information contained in the book.  It could include things that you agree with, disagree with, or just plain 
found fascinating. 

Major Research Paper 
You will be responsible for writing a research paper 4-6 pages in length, double-spaced Times New Roman 
12 point font with a separate coversheet and reference page.  The coversheet and reference page do NOT 
count in the 4-6 page criteria. 

The research paper should be uploaded in Canvas for a plagiarism analysis.  The research paper must have 
at least 4 citations and only 1 of those can be a book, the rest must be peer-reviewed journal articles unless 
approved by the professor.  The paper must adhere to the 6th Edition of the APA Manuscript Manual 
(copies are available in the library and bookstore).  Topics must be relevant to the criminal courtroom 
actors or procedures. 

Topic choices might include: 
• Trace the history of the 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, or 8th Amendment 
• Search and Seizure procedure as prescribed by courts 
• Differences between state and federal judges 
• Differences between state and federal prosecutors 
• Differences between indigent and privately retained defense 
• Cruel and unusual punishment as prescribed by courts 
• The role of grand juries and the differences between grand and petit juries 
• Admissibility of evidence in court proceedings 
• Election versus appointment of judges and which is better 
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• Description of the jury selection process and suggestions to make it better 
• Contrast the U.S. courtroom structure with another country’s structure 

Participation Policy 
Participation is required to complete this course successfully.  Please note that participation is 
measured by completing the discussion forums each week by the specified due dates, in 
conjunction with all assignments and tests. 

 
 

Late Work 

Because the course is only eight weeks long, it is important that you turn your assignments in on 
time. Ask your instructor about his or her policy on accepting late work. 

 

Course Schedule  
(Check Canvas for details of assignments.) 

• Week 8 ends on a Friday, so ensure that all assignments are completed by Friday during the 
last week.  

Week Reading Weekly Assessments and Due Dates 
1 Course familiarity 

United States Constitution 
and Amendments 

Quiz 1 
Discussion Board Post 1 
Discussion Board Responses 1 
Biblical Position Paper 

Sunday Week 1 
Thursday Week 1 
Sunday Week 1 
Sunday Week 1 

2 Chapter 1 
Chapter 2 

Quiz 2 
Case Brief: Marbury v. Madison 

Sunday Week 2 
Sunday Week 2 

3 Chapter 3 
Chapter 4 

Quiz 3 
Discussion Board Post 2 
Discussion Board Responses 2 
 

Sunday Week 3 
Thursday Week 3 
Sunday Week 3 

4 Chapter 5 
Chapter 6 

Quiz 4 
Case Comparison: Gideon and Betts 

Sunday Week 4 
Sunday Week 4 

5 Chapter 7 
Chapter 8 

Quiz 5 
Discussion Board Post 3 
Discussion Board Responses 3 
 

Sunday Week 5 
Thursday Week 5 
Sunday Week 5 
 6 Chapter 9 

Chapter 10 
Quiz 6 
Courtroom 302 Reaction 

Sunday Week 6 
Sunday Week 6 

7 Chapter 11 Quiz 7 
Discussion Board Post 4 
Discussion Board Responses 4 

Sunday Week 7 
Thursday Week 7 
Sunday Week 7 

8 Chapter 12 Major Research Paper Friday Week 8 
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Policies and Procedures 
Netiquette 
Netiquette is a set of rules for how to communicate effectively and politely online. 

Effective written communications are an important part of online learning. In a face to face class, body 
language along with verbal responses and questions help students and the instructor communicate with 
each other. In an online environment, however, misunderstandings can easily occur when basic rules of 
Netiquette (online etiquette) are not followed, such as using texting abbreviations or USING ALL 
CAPITAL LETTERS IN WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS.  Therefore, please use the following guidelines when 
communicating in this course: 

• Using ALL capital letters in online communication indicates you are yelling. Limited use of 
capitalized words is acceptable when emphasis is needed.  Underscoring and italics can also be 
used for emphasis. 

• Use a descriptive subject line in emails and forum postings. 
• Include your name in all emails; we can’t always tell who you are based on your email address. 
• No derogatory comments, ranting or vulgar language is acceptable in any form of 

communication in the course.  Respect for others and their views is expected. 
• Please keep in mind that something considered offensive may be unintentional. If you are 

concerned about something that appears to be unacceptable, please inform the instructor via 
email. 

Class Attendance 
Online courses are typically delivered asynchronously, meaning that there are no fixed times when 
students need to be online. While there is no standard attendance policy for online classes, students are 
expected to log-in to class several times each week to check for updates and to communicate with the 
professor and/or with other students. There will also typically be deadlines for the completion of 
assignments, and there may be requirements that the student participate each week in online chats or 
forum discussions. In some cases there may be a requirement for the student to log-in at a particular 
time during the week to participate in a group chat or discussion. As with any traditional course, a 
student cannot skip several weeks of online classes and expect to succeed! Students should consult each 
class syllabus for specific requirements. 

No Show Policy 
Students who fail to complete the mandatory introduction forum within the first 9 class days from the 
start of the session will be automatically dropped from the class.  PLEASE NOTE:  Students must login as 
well as complete mandatory introduction forum within this 9 day period.  Simply logging into a course 
will still constitute as a NO SHOW for the course if the mandatory introduction forum within the actual 
online course platform is not completed within the first 9 class days from the start of the session.  
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Students who do login and complete the mandatory introduction forum within the first 9 days from the 
start of the session, but who then stop participating in their online class will NOT be automatically 
withdrawn from the class. To withdraw from the class the student must send an e-mail to their advisor 
and his or her instructor from his or her Shorter e-mail account requesting to withdraw. The withdrawal 
will be effective from the date of the e-mail request. An automatic F will be given if a student is not 
properly withdrawn. 

Academic Integrity Policy 
A Community of Honor 
As a liberal arts university committed to the Christian faith, Shorter University seeks to develop ethical 
men and women of disciplined, creative minds and lives that focus on leadership, service and learning. 
The Honor System of Shorter University is designed to provide an academic community of trust in which 
students can enjoy the opportunity to grow both intellectually and personally. For these purposes, the 
following rules and guidelines will be applied. 

Academic Dishonesty 
"Academic Dishonesty" is the transfer, receipt, or use of academic information, or the attempted 
transfer, receipt, or use of academic information in a manner not authorized by the instructor or by 
university rules. It includes, but is not limited to, cheating and plagiarism as well as aiding or 
encouraging another to commit academic dishonesty. 

"Cheating" is defined as wrongfully giving, taking, or presenting any information or material borrowed 
from another source - including the Internet by a student with the intent of aiding himself or another on 
academic work. This includes, but is not limited to a test, examination, presentation, experiment or any 
written assignment, which is considered in any way in the determination of the final grade. 

"Plagiarism" is the taking or attempted taking of an idea, a writing, a graphic, musical composition, art or 
datum of another without giving proper credit and presenting or attempting to present it as one's own. 
It is also taking written materials of one's own that have been used for a previous course assignment 
and using it without reference to it in its original form. 

Students are encouraged to ask their instructor(s) for clarification regarding their academic dishonesty 
standards. Instructors are encouraged to include academic dishonesty/integrity standards on their 
course syllabi. 

Procedure 
A. It is the responsibility of an instructor to certify that academic assignments are independently 

mastered sufficiently to merit course credit. The responsibility of the student is to master 
academic assignments independently, refrain from acts of academic dishonesty, and refuse to 
aid or tolerate the academic dishonesty of others. 
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B. If an instructor determines that the student is guilty of academic dishonesty, the instructor must 
discuss the matter with the student. In the event the instructor cannot reach the student in a 
timely manner, such as when the student has gone home at the end of a semester, the 
instructor may assign a grade of "I" (Incomplete) until the student can be contacted and the 
matter of academic dishonesty discussed. The instructor then completes the "Academic 
Violation Form" (see Appendix A) which should include evidence and other necessary 
documentation. The instructor will determine the appropriate remedy: either to assign a grade 
of zero on that assignment in question or a grade of "F" in the course. The student will designate 
whether he/she accepts the remedy for the violation of the dishonesty policy or wishes to 
appeal the instructor's decision. If a student elects to appeal, the "appeal due date" line must be 
completed on the Academic Violation Form. (See the Appeals section below for more 
information regarding the appeals process) 

C. Upon completion, the instructor forwards the Academic Violation Form to the Registrar's for the 
placement in the student's permanent record. The Registrar will forward copies of the Academic 
Violation Form to the student, the faculty member, department chair, academic dean, dean of 
students, provost, and president. Not appealing when the form is first completed or by the 
appeal due date will be taken as an admission of guilt, except under compelling circumstances 
to be determined at the sole discretion of the provost. 

D. If upon receipt of the Academic Violation Form the Registrar determines that the student is 
guilty of a second offense, then a grade of FD (Failure Due to Academic Dishonesty) will be 
assigned by the Registrar for the course regardless of the remedy specified on the Academic 
Violation Form. Assigning the FD is to be done by the Registrar when the second Academic 
Violation Form is placed in the student's record, and the Registrar will notify all parties in 
writing. The student is then permanently disbarred from membership in any honorary society 
and is permanently ineligible for any SU honor list. The student may petition the Academic 
Integrity Appeals Committee to have the dishonesty notation removed from the transcript after 
one year or upon graduating from the University if no additional dishonesty offenses occur and 
the student satisfactorily completes the Academic Integrity Program. The grade of F remains on 
the transcript. Upon receipt by the Registrar of a third offense, the Registrar will assign the 
grade of FD and then notify all parties. After all appeals are exhausted, if the third offense still 
stands, then the student will be permanently expelled from the University. The notice of 
expulsion will be forwarded to the student, department chair, appropriate academic dean, dean 
of students, provost, and president. A copy of the final report with the three offenses will 
become a part of the student's permanent record. The university reserves the right to expel the 
student after a first or second offense, depending on the circumstances and at the sole 
discretion of the provost. 

Appeals 
A. The student who wishes to appeal an academic violation charge should submit his/her appeal in 

writing to the chair of the appropriate department by the appeal due date indicated on the 
Academic Violation Form, which is normally within ten regularly scheduled class days after the 
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completion date of the Academic Violation Form. This statement should contain the reasons for 
which the student is appealing the instructor's decision. The burden of proof lies with the 
student in such a case to show that an error or malfeasance has occurred. Within ten regularly 
scheduled class days of receiving the written appeal, the department chair will notify in writing 
both the instructor and the student of the chair's decision. If the department chair is also the 
instructor who files the Academic Violation Form, then the student must appeal to the 
appropriate academic dean. 

B. When, in the opinion of the department chair, the student fails to show reasonable cause for 
further investigation, the chair may deny the appeal without taking further action. When, in the 
opinion of the department chair, a student's appeal raises reasonable doubt as to whether a 
mistake or malfeasance has occurred, the chair will meet with the faculty member and with the 
student and render a decision within ten regularly scheduled class days of the receipt of the 
appeal. If the decision favors granting the student's appeal, the department chair may request 
that the Registrar remove the Academic Violation Form from the student's record. The chair will 
notify both the student and the instructor of this action. 

C. If the student files the initial appeal or elects to appeal the chair's decision during Maymester, 
Summer I, Summer II or during final exam week of the Fall or Spring semesters and if the 
instructor or department chair is not available during that time, all of the foregoing time 
requirements begin to run with the first day of class in the next major term. In extreme or 
unusual circumstances regarding the timeliness of the appeals process, the provost will make 
the final determination. 

D. Any student who has exhausted the remedies open under the procedures outlined above may 
appeal the entire matter to the Academic Integrity Appeals Committee in writing within ten 
regularly scheduled class days of receiving the response from the department chair. Upon 
receipt of the appeal, the Academic Integrity Appeals Committee will review the matter and 
issue a decision within fifteen (15) regularly scheduled class days. The Academic Integrity 
Appeals Committee has the authority to deny the appeal, reduce the penalties in the event of 
extenuating circumstances, or direct the registrar to remove the record of the Academic 
Violation Form from the student's permanent record. The results of the Academic Integrity 
Appeals Committee are final. 

E. All results from the proceedings of the Academic Dishonesty Appeals Committee should be 
reported to the appropriate academic dean, dean of students, provost, and president as 
information. 

NOTE: During the appeals process, the student may continue to attend the class in which the violation 
occurred. 

Students Needing Accommodations 
Disability Services:  If you believe you are entitled to reasonable accommodation based on a 
documented disability (per The Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973), please contact Student Support Services at 706-233-7417 or 
visit http://www.shorter.edu/disability-services for more information. 

http://www.shorter.edu/disability-services
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