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Life Span Development 
Online Syllabus 

Shorter University 

Instructor Information 
See link in Canvas. 

Course Information 
 Course:  Life Span Development 
 Section:  
 Course Number: HUS 3300 
 Credit Hours: three credits 
 Prerequisites: None 

Course Description 

This course is on human development that implements the life-span perspective to explain and 
illustrate the pattern of human development from birth to death. The constructs of the life-span 
perspective: biological, sociocultural, individual factors and the gains and losses people 
experience influence the development of an individual. Contemporary psychological, genetic, 
language, morality, motor development, physical changes, longevity, personality, 
socioemotional development, cognitive development, grief, relationships, and emotion theories 
of development are compared, discussed, and explored.  

Student Outcomes 

By the end of this course, students will be able to:  

 
 Explain socio-emotional development from birth to late adulthood. (Accomplished 

through assigned readings and exams.) 
 Explain and chart physical and cognitive development from infancy to late adulthood. 
 Evaluate life span development theories and the use of research.  
 Evaluate biological beginnings, environmental influences, and the nature-nurture debate.  
 Discuss and explain careers, work, and retirement factors for adults. 
 Analyze the challenges in marriage, parenting, and divorce. 
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 Report and discuss longevity, biological aging, and physical development for adults. 
 Explain and discuss death, dying, and grieving. 
 Define and evaluate Baumrinds Parenting Style, Kohlberg’s Heteronomus Morality, 

Sternbergs’ Triarchic Theory of Intelligence, and Gardner’s 8 Frames of Mind. 
 
 

Required Texts 

Santrock, J. W. (2016). Essentials of life span development (5th ed.). New York, NY: 
McGraw-Hill. ISBN: 978-1-259-708794 

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th ed. Washington, DC: 
             American Psychological Association, 2010 
             ISBN: 978-1-4338-0561-5.  

Resources 

AAP. (2000). Changing concepts of sudden infant death syndrome. Pediatrics, 105, 650-656. 

Allemand, M., Zimprich, D., & Hendriks, A.A.J. (2008). Age differences in five personality  
domains across the Life span. Developmental Psychology, 44, 758-770. 

Burges, E. O. (2004). Sexuality in midlife and later life couples. In J.H. Harvey & A. Wetzel 

             (Eds.), The handbook of sexuality in close relationships. Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 

Campbell, I.G U.S.A.., Grimm, K.J., de Bie, E. & Feinberg, I. (2012). Sex, puberty, and the 
timing of sleep EEG measured in adolescent brain maturation. Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences U.S.A., 109, 5740-5743. 

Carlsson, N., Johansson, A., Abrahamsson, A., & Andersson Gare, B. (2013). How to minimize 
children’s environmental tobacco smoke exposure: An intervention in a clinical setting in 
high-risk areas. BMC Pediatrics, 13(1), 76. 

Carney, T., Myers, B.J., Louw, J., Lombard, C., & Flisher, A.J. (2013). The relationship between 
substance use and delinquency among high school students in Cape Town, South 
Africa. Journal pf Studies on Alcohol and Drugs, 36, 447-455. 

Carr, D., (2009) Death and dying. In D. Carr (Ed.)., Encyclopedia of the life course ad human 
development. Boston: Gale Cengage. 

Carr, D., Moorman, S. (2011). Social relationships and aging. In R. A. Setterson & J. Angel 
(Eds.), Handbook of the sociology of aging. New York: Springer. 
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 (Ed.Adolph, K. E., & Robinson, S. R. R. (2013). The road to walking: What learning to walk tells 
us about development. In Ph. D. Zelazo (Ed.)., Oxford handbook of developmental 
psychology. New York: Oxford University Press 

Sanson, A., & Rothbart, M.K. (1995). Child temperament and parenting, In M.H. Bornstein 
(Ed.)., Hand of parenting (Vol. 4). Hillsdale NJ:Erlbaum. 

Schilling, E. A., Aseltine, R. H., Glanovsky, J. L., James, A., & Jacobs, D. (2009). Adolescent 
alcohol use, suicidal ideation, and suicide attempts, Journal of Adolescent -Health, 44-, 
335-341. 

Striegel-Moore, R.H., & Bulik, C.M. (2007). Risk factors for eating disorders. American 
Psychologist, 62, 181-198. 

Xu, L., & others (2011). Parental overweight/obesity, social factors, and child overweight/obesity 
at 7 years of age. Pediatric International, 53, I826-831. 

Yang, Y., & Lee, L. C. (2010). Dynamics and heterogeneity in the process of human frailty and 
aging: Evidence from the U.S. older adult population. Journals of Gerontology B: 
Psychological Sciences and Social Sciences, 65B, 246-255. 

Zhao, M., Kong, L., & Qu, H. (2014), in press). A systems biology approach to identify 
intelligence quotient score-related genomic regions, and pathways relevant to potential 
therapeutic targets. Scientific Reports. 

Ziso, B., & Larner, A. (2013). CODEX (Cognitive Disorders examination). for the detection of 
dementia and mild cognitive impairment: Diagnostic utility. Journal of Neurology, 
Neurosurgery, and Psychiatry, 84, e2. 

Zollner, H. s., Fuchs, K. A. & Fegert, J.M. (2014, in press). Prevention  of sexual abuse: 
improved information is crucial. Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Mental Health. 

Video Links 

Chapter 1 
Introduction: Stories of Life-Span Development: How did Ted Kaczynski become Ted Kaczynski 
and Alice Walker Become Alice Walker? 
 
Chapter 2 
Biological Beginnings: Stories of Life-Span Development  
 
Chapter 4 
Socioemotional Development in infancy 
 
Chapter 8 
Preventing cyberbullying 
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Technology 

 You must have regular access to a computer and an Internet connection to participate in 
this course. All coursework is conducted online, and no in-person meetings will be held. 

 Shorter University uses Canvas as its online Learning Management System (LMS). An 
LMS provides students and faculty with an Internet-based learning environment that is 
both secure and easy to use. All course materials will be provided through Canvas, and 
all assignments will be submitted through the software, as well. When a student is 
enrolled in a course, they will automatically be enrolled in the course module in Canvas. 

 Students can log in to Canvas using their normal SCHOLAR ID and password.  
 Students should always email their instructors from their Shorter University Hawkmail 

account. Emails can be initiated from an email program or from Canvas itself. 
 Assignments may be distributed in proprietary file formats, such as PDF or Microsoft 

Word. Students will be expected to have the necessary software to open and interact 
with these files.  

Grading Criteria 

Overview of Assignments  Total Grade 
Points 

Discussion Forums  
8 discussion questions x 25 points (at least 100 words) 

200 points 

Respond to the discussion post of at least 2 classmates for each discussion 
question; 
16 responses x 10 points each (at least 50 words)  

160 points 

Graded Assignment 
1 Theoretical Assignment 

70 points 

Graded Assignment 
6 graded assignments x 40 

240 points 

Final Project 
Comprehensive Assignment 

100 points 

Test I: Midterm 
Chapter’s 1 – 9 

150 points 

Test II: Final Exam 
Chapter’s 10 – 17 

150 points 

Total for the course 1070 points 
 

Grade Scale Points 

A 90-100 

B 80-89 
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Course Assessments and Policies 

Discussion Forum Participation 

In a traditional classroom, each student would be expected to attend class regularly and interact 
with the professor and with the other students. The online classroom is no different. The 
discussion forum allows us to reflect on each week’s material individually, but more importantly, 
it also allows us to discuss the material with one another and learn as a community. Each 
week’s discussion forum will have a topic which will either require you to respond to a reading or 
critically engage with an issue. 

To allow for the best discussions, follow this schedule: 

Suggested 

 On the third day of the week, initial responses to the topic will be due.  
 By the fifth day of the week, you will have read several peers’ posts and 

responded to at least two.  

All posts and responses will be due by 11:55 PM on the due date. 

Tests 

There will be two, 2-hour multiple-choice exams each. Exams are individual assignments and 
are due week 4 and week 8. No make-up exams will be given once the exam is completed.    

Group Work 

There will not be any group work required for this course.  

Written Assessments 

Shorter University emphasizes the importance of employing proper grammar, composition, and 
writing style across the curriculum. All papers should demonstrate appropriate writing skills and 
adherence to APA formatting guidelines. Each case must be submitted during the week 
assigned with a minimum of 1,000 words to a maximum of 1500 words. 

Participation Policy 

C 70-79 

D 60-69 

F 59 and below 
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Participation is required to complete this course successfully.  Please note that participation is 
measured by completing the discussion forums each week by the specified due dates, in 
conjunction with all assignments and tests. 

Late Work 

All work is expected to be submitted on-time.  In-class assignments and projects are important 
elements that enhance course content; therefore, any missed in-class assignments or projects 
due to student absence will receive a zero.  **There will be no make-up work. ** Any student 
that has a verifiable emergency and is unable to meet coursework requirements to include in-
class assignments will be granted make-up assignment dates per the instructor.  Please 
note:  Verifiable emergencies include but are not limited to the following:  medical, funeral, jury 
duty, or other emergency notice.     

Course Schedule  

(Check Moodle for details of assignments.) 

 Week 8 ends on a Friday, so ensure that all assignments are completed by Friday 
during the last week.  

Wee
k 

Reading and Lesson 
Objectives 

Weekly Assessments and Due Dates 

1 Please Read 
Chapter’s 1 – 3 
 
Lesson objectives:  

 Explain the 
basic 
characteristics 
of the life-span 
perspective in 
your own 
terms.  

 Explain the 
meaning of 
biological, 
cognitive, and 
socio-emotional 
processes. 

 Discuss the 
relationship 
between each 
of the sub-

Discussion Questions 1: Explain the basic 
characteristics of the life-span perspective in your own 
terms. Explain the meaning of biological, cognitive, and 
socio-emotional processes. Also, give an example of 
each from a source other than chapter 1.  

Initial post due day 2 by 11:55 p.m.  

Response to  2 classmates due day 6 by 11:55 pm 

Week 1 Graded Assignment - Complete the following 
assignment (This should be in APA 6th ed. format and 
include scholarly references within the last 5 years. Be 
sure to include a cover and reference page(s) and submit 
via Canvas). Do not add an abstract for this 
assignment and do not copy and paste the 
instructions in this assignment into the body of your 
paper. 

 First, using research articles (within the last 5 
years) and your textbook, identify how the brain 
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Wee
k 

Reading and Lesson 
Objectives 

Weekly Assessments and Due Dates 

stages in 
Piaget’s theory 
of the 
sensorimotor 
period. 

 Evaluate the 
progress of 
Piaget’s theory.  

 Identify how the 
brain develops 
during the first 
year of life.  

 Create a 
childcare 
program that 
facilitates infant 
brain/perceptua
l development. 

develops during the first year of life. Explain how 
experiences influence brain development. 

  Second, develop a child-care program for infants 
that would facilitate infant brain/perceptual 
development.  

 The child-care program should be based on 
suggestions from current research that would 
enhance infants’ development. For example, you 
will want to consider what toys would be 
appropriate for infants of different ages and 
decide how you would decorate the setting. 

Due day 7 by 11:55p.m. 

2 Please Read Chapter’s 4-
5 
 
Lesson objectives:  

 Discuss the 
relationship 
between sub-stages 
of Jean Piaget’s 
sensorimotor period 
and Vygotsky’s 
stages of 
development. 

 Explain Erikson’s 
stage of 
development trust 
versus mistrust. 

 Explain how to 
develop trust and 
mistrust within 
Erikson’s concept of 
infants 
developmental 
stages. 
 

 Explain the pros and 

Discussion Question 2: Discuss the relationship 
between each of the sub-stages in Piaget’s theory of the 
sensorimotor period and then compare and contrast 
Piaget’s and Vygotsky’s views about what causes the 
development of thought and language, discuss your 
comparison. 

Initial post due day 2 by 11:55 p.m.  

Response to  2 classmates due day 6 by 11:55 pm 

Week 2 Graded Assignment: Complete the following 
assignment (This should be in APA 6th ed. format and 
include scholarly references within the last 5 years. Be 
sure to include a cover and reference page(s) and submit 
via Canvas). Do not add an abstract for this 
assignment and do not copy and paste the 
instructions in this assignment into the body of your 
paper. 

Staying in line with the emotional and personality 
development and Social and Orientation and Attachment, 
write about your feelings regarding placing children in 



 

Syllabus   Page 8 of 17 

Wee
k 

Reading and Lesson 
Objectives 

Weekly Assessments and Due Dates 

cons of placing 
children in a child-
care setting. 
 

child-care, including the following key points:  

 Were you placed in child-care? 
 What was it like? 
 How did you feel about it? 
 How do you feel about your parents’ decision to 

place you there? 
 If you are a parent, have you done the same with 

your child(ren)? Why? 
 What are the benefits? 
 What are the challenges? 
 Do you have any concerns about doing so? 
 How are your children responding? 
 What is the most difficult part? 
 Are there are any other alternatives? 
 If you do not have children, do you think you will 

rely on child-care in order for you to be able to 
work? Why, or why not? 

 What information presented in the text  makes 
you feel comfortable, or not with the idea of 
placing children in child-care? 

 What information concerns you about it? 
 What do you think will be the overall effect on 

society of new generations of children growing up 
in child-care environments? 

 If you find them problematic, what might the 
solution be to accommodate the needs of both the 
children and the parents? 

Due day 7 by 11:55p.m. 
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Wee
k 

Reading and Lesson 
Objectives 

Weekly Assessments and Due Dates 

3 Please Read Chapter’s 6-
7 
 
Lesson objectives:  
 

 Explain the impact 
media and peers 
have on the socio-
emotional 
development of 
early childhood. 

 Evaluate the 
benefits of television 
viewing by young 
children. 

 Explain physical 
growth in middle 
and late childhood. 

 Explain changes in 
gross and fine motor 
skills in middle and 
late childhood.  

 Explain the different 
aspects of parenting 
styles and the 
impact it has on 
developing children. 

Discussion Question 3: Discuss how media and peers 
impact the socio-emotional development in early 
childhood. Summarize what we know about the dangers 
and benefits of television. Then make and support a 
statement about whether television viewing by young 
children should or should not be regulated.  

Initial post due day 2 by 11:55 p.m.  

Response to  2 classmates due day 6 by 11:55 pm 

Week 3 Graded Assignment: Complete the following 
assignment (This should be in APA 6th ed. format and 
include scholarly references within the last 5 years. Be 
sure to include a cover and reference page(s) and submit 
via Canvas). Do not add an abstract for this 
assignment and do not copy and paste the 
instructions in this assignment into the body of your 
paper. 

Summarize each parenting style outlined in the textbook 
and give an example of each. Discuss the impact of each 
parenting style on child development, as well as your 
preferred parenting style.  

Due day 7 by 11:55p.m. 

4 Please Read Chapter’s 8-
9 
 
Lesson objectives:  
 

 Explain the different 
levels of Kohlberg’s 
moral development. 

 Discuss the various 
aspects of 
adolescence. 

 Explain the nuances 
of child obesity and 
the impact it is 
having on the 

Discussion Question 4: Discuss Kohlberg’s theory of 
moral development, and indicate three criticisms of his 
approach.  

Initial post due day 2 by 11:55 p.m.  

Response to  2 classmates due day 6 by 11:55 pm 

Week 4 Theoretical Graded Assignment: Complete 
the following assignment (This should be in APA 6th ed. 
format and include scholarly references within the last 5 
years. Be sure to include a cover and reference page(s) 
and submit via Canvas). Add an abstract (150-250 
words according to APA format) for this assignment 
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Wee
k 

Reading and Lesson 
Objectives 

Weekly Assessments and Due Dates 

developing child.  
 Create a plan of 

action to reduce 
childhood obesity. 

and do not copy and paste the instructions in this 
assignment into the body of your paper. 
 
Write a 5-page paper on childhood obesity, or bullying. 
Provide a statement of the problem, statistics related to 
childhood obesity, or bullying, Theoretical perspective 
and propose a plan/solution to address/eliminate 
childhood obesity, or bullying. 
 
Due day 7 by 11:55p.m. 

5 Please Read Chapter’s 
10-11 
 
Lesson objectives:  
 

 Explain the 
cognitive and 
cultural changes of 
dating for boys and 
girls. 

 Explain the 
advantages and 
disadvantages 
families face with 
dual parents work 
outside the home. 

 Explain the 
inequalities of 
gender. 

Discussion Question 5: Describe developmental trends 
in dating for boys and girls, and discuss how both 
cognitive and cultural factors may explain these trends. 

Initial post due day 2 by 11:55 p.m.  

Response to  2 classmates due day 6 by 11:55 pm 

Week 5 Graded Assignment: In Chapter 11 Piaget’s 
theory of adult cognitive development is mentioned, 
Piaget believed that, in early adulthood we typically 
switch from acquiring knowledge to applying knowledge. 
The purpose of this assignment is to determine how you 
are beginning to apply the knowledge to your own lives. 
Examine your  life goals by answering the following 
questions: 

 What are my goals for my life? 
 What do I  want to do for the next three years? 
 If I had only six months to live, how would I 

choose to live my life? 
 My three most important goals are….. 
 How would your list be different if this assignment 

was completed five years ago? 

 Complete the following 2-3-page assignment (This 
should be in APA 6th ed. Format. Be sure to include a 
cover and reference page(s), and submit via Canvas).  

Due day 7 by 11:55p.m. 

6 Please Read Chapter’s 
12-13 
 

Discussion Question 6: Sternberg proposes a triarchic 
theory of love that includes three components of love. 
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Wee
k 

Reading and Lesson 
Objectives 

Weekly Assessments and Due Dates 

Lesson objectives:  
 

 Explain Sternberg’s 
triarchic theory of 
love. 

 Discuss the benefits 
of adults’ 
involvement in 
religion.  

 Explain and identify 
the importance of 
human qualities 
from a personal 
evaluation, as well 
as through the eyes 
of a Holocaust 
survivor.  

Identify and define the three types of  love. Do you agree 
with Sternberg’s theory? Explain why or why not. 

Initial post due day 2 by 11:55 p.m.  

Response to  2 classmates due day 6 by 11:55 pm 

Week 6 Graded Assignment: Complete a 3-4 page 
paper for the following assignment (This should be in 
APA 6th ed. Format. Be sure to include a cover and 
reference page(s), and submit via Canvas). 

When he was imprisoned in a Nazi concentration camp, 
Holocaust survivor, and psychiatrist Viktor Frankl 
desperately searched for meaning in his life. He decided 
that finding meaning in the experience itself was the 
reason for him to go on living. His thoughts on how to 
answer the question- why am I here? – are found in the 
book written during his years in the camp. Man’s Search 
for Meaning.  

What are the three most distinct human qualities 
identified by Frankl? If you were to write a book 
describing the human quest for meaning, what would you 
entitle that book? What qualities would you would you 
identify as being the most distinct human qualities? 

https://www.sonoma.edu/users/s/shawth/mans%20Searc
h  

Due by day 7 by 11:55p.m. 

 

7 Please Read Chapter’s 
14-15 
 
Lesson objectives:  
 

 Explain the 
concepts of middle-
age adulthood. 

 Explain the 
difference between 

Discussion Question 7: Define and distinguish 
between life expectancy and life span. What factors 
influence life expectancy and life span? 

Initial response due day 2 by 11:55p.m. 

Response to 2 classmates due day 6 by 11:55 pm 

Week 7 Graded Assignment: Complete the following 
assignment (This should be in APA 6th ed. Format. Be 
sure to include a cover and reference page(s), and 
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Wee
k 

Reading and Lesson 
Objectives 

Weekly Assessments and Due Dates 

life expectancy and 
life span. 

 Discuss the factors 
of influence life 
expectancy and life 
span has on middle-
age adulthood.  

 Explain the feelings 
of creating one’s 
own eulogy and 
developing empathy 
when helping others 
facing this reality.  
 

submit via Canvas). 

Death is a reality part of life. There are many facets of 
Late adulthood, which many are not prepared for. Write 
your own eulogy. At the end of your eulogy, discuss the 
emotions you went through to compose this assignment. 
(Be creative). Upload to Canvas. 

Due by day 7 by 11:55p.m. 

 

8 Please Read Chapter’s 16-
17 
 
Lesson objectives:  

 
 Explain Cartensen’s 

socio-emotional 
selectivity theory. 

 Explain how to retain 
meaningful 
relationships and 
eliminate 
relationships that are 
not rewarding. 

 Discuss and define 
euthanasia. 

 Explain the 
chronological stages 
through one of 
chosen theories: 
psychoanalytic, 
cognitive, behavioral 
and social cognitive, 
ethological and 
ecological 

Discussion Question 8: The text describes 
Carstensen’s socioemotional selectivity theory. This 
theory states that older adults structure their social 
environments by retaining meaningful social 
relationships and eliminating relationships that are not 
emotionally rewarding. Think about an older adult in your 
life. Do his or her actions support Carstensen’s theory? 
Explain why or why not.  

Initial post due day 1 by 11:55 p.m.  

Response to  2 classmates due day 4 by 11:55 pm 

 

Week 8 Final Project Comprehensive Assignment: 
Complete the following assignment (This should be in 
APA 6th ed. format and include a minimum of 10 peer-
reviewed scholarly references within the last 5 years and 
including your textbook. Be sure to include a cover and 
reference page(s) and submit via Canvas). Add an 
abstract (An abstract should be approximately 150-
250 words according to APA format). Please review 
p. 25 in your APA manual 6th edition for abstract 
instructions. Please do not copy and paste the 
instructions in this assignment into the body of your 
paper.  

Select one of the 5 different theories of development 
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Wee
k 

Reading and Lesson 
Objectives 

Weekly Assessments and Due Dates 

(psychoanalytic, cognitive, behavioral and social 
cognitive, ethological and ecological). Write a 5-6 page 
paper describing the theory as it relates to one of the 
chronological stages of adulthood and aging (early 
adulthood, middle adulthood, and late adulthood).  

 Discuss the issues faced with the selected 
chronological stage and how your selected 
developmental theory address those issues.  

 Is the developmental theory adequate in 
explaining this stage or is it lacking?  

 Do you agree with or disagree with the theory?  
 What would you add to or take from the theory to 

make it more accurate in describing the 
chronological stage that you have selected? 

Due day 5 by 11:55 pm.  

Test II Final Exam- Chapter’s 10-17 

Due day 5 by 11:55 pm 
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Policies and Procedures 
Netiquette 

Netiquette is a set of rules for how to communicate effectively and politely online. 

Effective written communications are an important part of online learning. In a face to face class, 
body language along with verbal responses and questions help students and the instructor 
communicate with each other. In an online environment, however, misunderstandings can easily 
occur when basic rules of Netiquette (online etiquette) are not followed, such as using texting 
abbreviations or USING ALL CAPITAL LETTERS IN WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS.  
Therefore, please use the following guidelines when communicating in this course: 

 Using ALL capital letters in online communication indicates you are yelling. Limited use 
of capitalized words is acceptable when emphasis is needed.  Underscoring and italics 
can also be used for emphasis. 

 Use a descriptive subject line in emails and forum postings. 
 Include your name in all emails; we can’t always tell who you are based on your email 

address. 
 No derogatory comments, ranting or vulgar language is acceptable in any form of 

communication in the course.  Respect for others and their views is expected. 
 Please keep in mind that something considered offensive may be unintentional. If you 

are concerned about something that appears to be unacceptable, please inform the 
instructor via email. 

Class Attendance 

Online courses are typically delivered asynchronously, meaning that there are no fixed times 
when students need to be online. While there is no standard attendance policy for online 
classes, students are expected to log-in to class several times each week to check for updates 
and to communicate with the professor and/or with other students. There will also typically be 
deadlines for the completion of assignments, and there may be requirements that the student 
participate each week in online chats or forum discussions. In some cases there may be a 
requirement for the student to log-in at a particular time during the week to participate in a group 
chat or discussion. As with any traditional course, a student cannot skip several weeks of online 
classes and expect to succeed!  

No Show Policy 

Students who fail to complete the mandatory introduction forum within the first 9 class days from 
the start of the session will be automatically dropped from the class.  PLEASE NOTE:  Students 
must login as well as complete mandatory introduction forum within this 9 day period.  Simply 
logging into a course will still constitute as a NO SHOW for the course if the mandatory 
introduction forum within the actual online course platform is not completed within the first 9 
class days from the start of the session.  
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Students who do login and complete the mandatory introduction forum within the first 9 days 
from the start of the session, but who then stop participating in their online class will NOT be 
automatically withdrawn from the class. To withdraw from the class the student must send an e-
mail to their advisor and his or her instructor from his or her Shorter e-mail account requesting 
to withdraw. The withdrawal will be effective from the date of the e-mail request. An automatic F 
will be given if a student is not properly withdrawn. 

Academic Integrity Policy 

A Community of Honor 

As a liberal arts university committed to the Christian faith, Shorter University seeks to develop 
ethical men and women of disciplined, creative minds and lives that focus on leadership, service 
and learning. The Honor System of Shorter University is designed to provide an academic 
community of trust in which students can enjoy the opportunity to grow both intellectually and 
personally. For these purposes, the following rules and guidelines will be applied. 

Academic Dishonesty 

"Academic Dishonesty" is the transfer, receipt, or use of academic information, or the attempted 
transfer, receipt, or use of academic information in a manner not authorized by the instructor or 
by university rules. It includes, but is not limited to, cheating and plagiarism as well as aiding or 
encouraging another to commit academic dishonesty. 

"Cheating" is defined as wrongfully giving, taking, or presenting any information or material 
borrowed from another source - including the Internet by a student with the intent of aiding 
himself or another on academic work. This includes, but is not limited to a test, examination, 
presentation, experiment or any written assignment, which is considered in any way in the 
determination of the final grade. 

"Plagiarism" is the taking or attempted taking of an idea, a writing, a graphic, musical 
composition, art or datum of another without giving proper credit and presenting or attempting to 
present it as one's own. It is also taking written materials of one's own that have been used for a 
previous course assignment and using it without reference to it in its original form. Plagiarism 
and/or falsification are serious matters and may result in the student being required to revise 
and resubmit the assignment, receiving a grade of F for the assignment, or receiving a failing 
grade for the course. 

Students are encouraged to ask their instructor(s) for clarification regarding their academic 
dishonesty standards. Instructors are encouraged to include academic dishonesty/integrity 
standards on their course syllabi. 

Procedure 

A. It is the responsibility of an instructor to certify that academic assignments are 
independently mastered sufficiently to merit course credit. The responsibility of the 
student is to master academic assignments independently, refrain from acts of academic 
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dishonesty, and refuse to aid or tolerate the academic dishonesty of others. 
B. If an instructor determines that the student is guilty of academic dishonesty, the 

instructor must discuss the matter with the student. In the event the instructor cannot 
reach the student in a timely manner, such as when the student has gone home at the 
end of a semester, the instructor may assign a grade of "I" (Incomplete) until the student 
can be contacted and the matter of academic dishonesty discussed. The instructor then 
completes the "Academic Violation Form" (see Appendix A) which should include 
evidence and other necessary documentation. The instructor will determine the 
appropriate remedy: either to assign a grade of zero on that assignment in question or a 
grade of "F" in the course. The student will designate whether he/she accepts the 
remedy for the violation of the dishonesty policy or wishes to appeal the instructor's 
decision. If a student elects to appeal, the "appeal due date" line must be completed on 
the Academic Violation Form. (See the Appeals section below for more information 
regarding the appeals process) 

C. Upon completion, the instructor forwards the Academic Violation Form to the Registrar's 
for the placement in the student's permanent record. The Registrar will forward copies of 
the Academic Violation Form to the student, the faculty member, department chair, 
academic dean, dean of students, provost, and president. Not appealing when the form 
is first completed or by the appeal due date will be taken as an admission of guilt, except 
under compelling circumstances to be determined at the sole discretion of the provost. 

D. If upon receipt of the Academic Violation Form the Registrar determines that the student 
is guilty of a second offense, then a grade of FD (Failure Due to Academic Dishonesty) 
will be assigned by the Registrar for the course regardless of the remedy specified on 
the Academic Violation Form. Assigning the FD is to be done by the Registrar when the 
second Academic Violation Form is placed in the student's record, and the Registrar will 
notify all parties in writing. The student is then permanently disbarred from membership 
in any honorary society and is permanently ineligible for any SU honor list. The student 
may petition the Academic Integrity Appeals Committee to have the dishonesty notation 
removed from the transcript after one year or upon graduating from the University if no 
additional dishonesty offenses occur and the student satisfactorily completes the 
Academic Integrity Program. The grade of F remains on the transcript. Upon receipt by 
the Registrar of a third offense, the Registrar will assign the grade of FD and then notify 
all parties. After all appeals are exhausted, if the third offense still stands, then the 
student will be permanently expelled from the University. The notice of expulsion will be 
forwarded to the student, department chair, appropriate academic dean, dean of 
students, provost, and president. A copy of the final report with the three offenses will 
become a part of the student's permanent record. The university reserves the right to 
expel the student after a first or second offense, depending on the circumstances and at 
the sole discretion of the provost. 

Appeals 

A. The student who wishes to appeal an academic violation charge should submit his/her 
appeal in writing to the chair of the appropriate department by the appeal due date 
indicated on the Academic Violation Form, which is normally within ten regularly 
scheduled class days after the completion date of the Academic Violation Form. This 
statement should contain the reasons for which the student is appealing the instructor's 
decision. The burden of proof lies with the student in such a case to show that an error 
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or malfeasance has occurred. Within ten regularly scheduled class days of receiving the 
written appeal, the department chair will notify in writing both the instructor and the 
student of the chair's decision. If the department chair is also the instructor who files the 
Academic Violation Form, then the student must appeal to the appropriate academic 
dean. 

B. When, in the opinion of the department chair, the student fails to show reasonable cause 
for further investigation, the chair may deny the appeal without taking further action. 
When, in the opinion of the department chair, a student's appeal raises reasonable doubt 
as to whether a mistake or malfeasance has occurred, the chair will meet with the faculty 
member and with the student and render a decision within ten regularly scheduled class 
days of the receipt of the appeal. If the decision favors granting the student's appeal, the 
department chair may request that the Registrar remove the Academic Violation Form 
from the student's record. The chair will notify both the student and the instructor of this 
action. 

C. If the student files the initial appeal or elects to appeal the chair's decision during 
Maymester, Summer I, Summer II or during final exam week of the Fall or Spring 
semesters and if the instructor or department chair is not available during that time, all of 
the foregoing time requirements begin to run with the first day of class in the next major 
term. In extreme or unusual circumstances regarding the timeliness of the appeals 
process, the provost will make the final determination. 

D. Any student who has exhausted the remedies open under the procedures outlined 
above may appeal the entire matter to the Academic Integrity Appeals Committee in 
writing within ten regularly scheduled class days of receiving the response from the 
department chair. Upon receipt of the appeal, the Academic Integrity Appeals Committee 
will review the matter and issue a decision within fifteen (15) regularly scheduled class 
days. The Academic Integrity Appeals Committee has the authority to deny the appeal, 
reduce the penalties in the event of extenuating circumstances, or direct the registrar to 
remove the record of the Academic Violation Form from the student's permanent record. 
The results of the Academic Integrity Appeals Committee are final. 

E. All results from the proceedings of the Academic Dishonesty Appeals Committee should 
be reported to the appropriate academic dean, dean of students, provost, and president 
as information. 

NOTE: During the appeals process, the student may continue to attend the class in which the 
violation occurred. 

Students Disability Accommodations 

Disability Services:  If you believe you are entitled to reasonable accommodation based on a 
documented disability (per The Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973), please contact Student Support Services at 706-233-7417 or visit 
http://www.shorter.edu/disability-services for more information. 


